A Place to Worship!
A Place to Belong!
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Reflections
from Pastor Betti

“What's the difference between lint and Lent?”
asked the pastor of Mt. Calvary Lutheran ChurchinguChil-
dren’s Time. | spent last weekend in Colorado with daughter.
We had very little planned - just figured we’d gadf. Her hus-
band was in Oregon at a “hand-made bicycle” shawless and |
had no obligations except for church on Sunday.

The kids gave the usual “deer in the head-ligktate at
the pastor’'s question. I’'m guessing that they weetty sure that
the usual Children’s Time answers (“Jesus,” “Goueb us,”
“Help my mommy when she asks me to”) wouldn’t waork this
lint/Lent question.

So - new question: “Where do you find lint?” Toleler
kids had this one: “In your pockets.” “In the drye “That’s
right,” the pastor congratulated them.

| leaned over to whisper at Jessica - “How comieody
said ‘bellybutton?” She nodded. “And,” | thougtd myself,
“what about in between little toes? Or in the cesasf an infant’s
neck on a hot day?”

Turning my attention back to the pastor (Shameman
Imagine not listening attentively to EVERYTHING thihe pas-
tor says in church!), I saw him reach through titarsthe side of
his alb and stick his hand in his pants pockett tGat hand came
with a grayish little lump of lint in it. The conggation muttered
in approval. Oohhh, the kids sighed.

“What does lint in the dryer do?” the pastor ask&gain
the blank stares. Kids below the age of 10 usumign’t doing
their own laundry, so this question was outsider theea of ex-
perience. Sensing that, he answered the questioset, “Well,
it can start a fire and I've even heard that it saop the dryer
from working as well as it should. So it's a gadda to....” “...
get rid of the lint,” the kids chorused.

“‘Right!” the pastor said. And then he made the
“churchy” connection: “Lint is like sin. And dung Lent we
need to get rid of the sin in our lives so we cancentrate on Je-
sus. We can do that by asking God to forgive uBint made.



The rest of the service focused on prayer, asnwine
pews were challenged to make daily prayer one pot.eaten dis-
ciplines. | thoroughly enjoyed sitting in the pand especially
worshiping with my daughter. (Oh, and watching soneeELSE
do the work on Sunday morning!)

On and off this past week I've thought about lrgnd |
invite you to think about it too. Lint somehow seeto accumu-
late without our even thinking about it. Just I&ia. It hides in
dark places: pockets and lint filters. Just like 8Ve aren’t even
aware of it (just like sin) unless we actively hitrdown - dig our
fingers into the recesses of our pockets, pull it filter to
empty it. Lint isn’t something that only clings touter” things
like dark pants, the pockets in our clothes, therfin our dryer.
It works its way into our bellybuttons, between ¢oes and into
the creases of our sweaty necks. To eliminatakiég diligent
personal examination. Huh! Again, just like sin.

I'll leave it to you, my friends, to draw out everore par-
allels between lint and Lent. And I'll continue poay that we all
might become more and more lint-free as we jounwéi our
Lord in this Lenten season.

“Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10

Pastor Betti




Trinity Church Council held its
first meeting of the new year on Thu
day, February 7, 2008. The first order
of business was to elect officers. Sue Tay
was elected president, John Sargent vice
president and Jennie Smith secretary.

Councll
Corner

Next came the presentation of committee and orga
zation reports. The pastors report a busy priortmoh
new member class is scheduled, first Holy Communion
classes are set and several youth retreats are set.

The continued effort to raise funds for the air ditinning re-
pair was discussed. Ongoing fundraisers are pthnn€he
goal is to have this work completed by May in tandeith
roof repairs.

Finance committee reported that the use of the P&kerch
computer software (already owned by the church) alibw
for the development and greater distribution o&fidial infor-
mation.

Council is planning a one day retreat later inythar to exam-
ine leadership issues as they relate to the chudanuary’s
minutes were reviewed and accepted. Budget arahdial
information was reviewed. Council re-affirmed temmit-
ment to bringing information to the congregationairtimely
manner. A brief report will continue to be providiedthe con-
gregation prior to each service after our monthgeting.

Council reminds the congregation that meetingsaté on the
first Thursday of each month and are open to alnbers.
Council encourages members to bring issues of conde

rectly to the Council by attending the meeting prcbntacting
one of the Council members. The next Council meewill

be held on Thursday, March 6th at 7:30 pm in thelE8ocial
Hall. Please join us!



8:15am  Service of the Word & Prayer
10:45 am Holy Communion
! Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. Theejjosp

for this Sunday is the story of the man born blmehled by
Christ. In baptism God opens our eyes to see tté of who we
are: God's beloved sons and daughters. As David avesnted
king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our headwatl, and calls
us to bear witness to the light of Christ in ourlgéves.
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8:15am  Holy Communion

10:45 am Service of the Word & Prayer
Theme: In today's gospel Jesus reveals his power overhdeat
raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezepiephesies
God breathing new life into dry bones. To thosexite or living
in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim'sSpebmise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that meght also be
raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil wél welcome
new sisters and brothers at the baptismal fontywasrenew our
baptismal promises.
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8:15 am Service of the Word & Prayer
10:30 am Holy Communion

! Today's liturgy begins with a palm
procession, commemorating Jesus' triumphal
entry into Jerusalem. Quickly the tone of the

service changes as we meditate upon Jesus' paaswrdeath.
Because this story is so central to our faith, vearhMatthew's
account of the passion today and John's versioood Friday.

Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on thes,che is ex-
alted by God. We gather to remember his offeringHe life of

the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mer¢his holy week
will culminate in the celebration of the Three Dajfslesus’ suf-
fering, death, and resurrection.
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7:00 pm  Holy Communion

Theme: At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is ¥su
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washefdeh of
his disciples, we are called to follow his examasewe humbly
care for one another, especially the poor and thiowed. At the
Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of lies Bven as we
are called to offer ourselves in love for the bfethe world.
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7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross
Theme: At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the pass
according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a tphant king
who reigns from the cross. The ancient title fas ttay—the tri-
umph of the cross—reminds us that the church gathet to
mourn this day but to celebrate Christ's life-giyipassion and to
find strength and hope in the tree of life.
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,' _ 800am  Holy Communion

~ 9:30am  Holy Communion
- @ ~11:00 am Holy Communion

_ &~/ ~ Theme: On this day the Lord has acted! On the first

+ ~ day of the week God began creation, transforming

darkness into light. On this, the "eighth day" bé tweek, Jesus
Christ was raised from the dead. We celebrate rieis creation

in the waters of baptism and in the feast of vigtoFilled with
hope, we go forth to share the news that Chrigsen!
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8:15am  Holy Communion
10:45am Holy Communion
Theme: In today's gospel the risen Christ appears to tiseie
ples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amidhts and
guestions, we experience the resurrection in ound&y gather-
ing around word and meal, and in our everyday IiE#&n as the
early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, weoree in the
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.



WHAT IS
THE “LORD’S PANTRY"?

“The Lord’s Pantry
Needs Food.”

“Please Help Fill
the Lord’s Pantry.”

“Bring your items to
the Lord’s Pantry.”

“When it's ‘Buy 1, Get 1
Free,” Bring the Extra Empty shelves in the Lord’s Pantry
to The Lord’s Pantry.” a few short weeks ago in February.

Every week we read a version of these messagdwisunday
Bulletin. We see the lumpy bundles of food thatmbers deposit
regularly into the Pantry baskets. But what hapgens? Why
doesn't it last longer? Who gets the supplies weati?

First, Trinity is the only church in Kent that pides free vouch-
ers and food directly to townspeople; other chusatalect food
and money but take it to Kent Social Services tatal distribu-
tion to needy residents. Ours is a DIRECT outreaxssion:

Marie Bennett, as Parish Secretary, opens the fiwpmgets to
know, and keeps track of everyone who the churdpsheith

groceries. Marie is the face of Trinity for thes#k§, on call at
more than the scheduled food pickup times. And e tell

some interesting stories!

Food vouchers are an important part of Trinity'ssiun. During
the first week of each month (usually Wednesdayari# dis-
penses about thirty $7.50 food vouchers for milgse and bread
to be purchased at the University Plaza Dollar Gdrstore. Ten
or so years ago when the food outreach programnbeéigawas
enough to buy those items - but we all know theceori



of these basics today has doubled and even tripledll thirty

vouchers are given out in week one, folks waitluhg next First
Wednesday for a new batch; if not, Marie disperteesn until

they are gone. The church funds this program frben hudget
and from special donations.

The brown food bags placed by the parking lot darer another
facet of Trinity's unique outreach. Every weekle month, 10 -
12 brown bags are filled with enough basic, nonspable food
items (like cereal, peanut butter, soup, pasta,tatt.) to provide
three or four meals. All the bags are the saméheyp stretch fur-
ther for a single person than for a family. Somesmmore people
ask for bags than there are bags available toilalistr from the
pantry. Folks are rarely turned away but sometimése now! -
the pantry is bare. Some of the monthly voucheksfdbke a
weekly bag, some don't. But in times of high demahd pantry
is depleted each week after bags have been pagkaddial Min-
istries. The needs and numbers may vary from set@sgeason -
but more people ask for help than ever before, Saye.

The folks who rely on Trinity's food outreach varfsome are
alone and elderly, some are young with familiespesdolks work
but do not qualify for food stamps - or run outdrefthe end of
the month. There are a few of Trinity's own fagslthat need the
help but the majority are non-members who counthenchurch
to be, literally, a lifeline when THEIR pantriesedrare. And yes,
some who come for food don't SEEM to be needy, dret

So we cannot let the Lord’s Pantry stay bare! vérgone who
comes to a weekly church service brings to the sde@éntry just
one commonly usable, non-perishable food item EAGHEK
(no exotic foodstuffs or outdated cans, pleaské) Lord’'s Pantry
WOULD be regularly replenished, could accommodatene
more food bags, reach more hungry people, and gvew better
that Trinity is Christianity in action.

PLEASE KEEP FILLING THE LORD'S PANTRY!
~ Ann Hildebrand, for Social Ministries.
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BUDGET & FINANCE UPDATE $
January Expenses: $21,791.72 $

January Receipts: $19,665.40 s
Cash on Hand as of 01/31/2008: $5,118.13
Mortgage Principal as of 01/31/2008: $623,881

This info will be provided by the Finance Committiee$
each issue of the Trinity Topics in an effort tcegethe
congregation informed about the financial statusthef
congregation. Let us know what you think! $
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GREAT HALL MANAGER NEEDED!

Shelley Parrish would like to “retire” as managéthe Great
Hall, so we need someone to fill that positiorésponsibilities
are listed on the Council bulletin board. Pleasetact the church
office if you are interested in this position oydu know anyone
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MARCH WORSHIP LEADERS

Lent 4
Sunday
3/2-8:15

Lent 4
Sunday
3/2 - 10:45

Wednesday
3/5-7:00

Lent 5
Sunday
3/9 - 8:15

Lent5
Sunday
3/9 - 10:45

Wednesday
3/12 - 7:00

Palm/Passion
Sunday
3/16 - 8:15

Palm/Passion
Sunday
3/16 - 10:30

Maundy
Thursday
3/20 - 7:00

Ushers/Greeters
Acolyte

Assisting Minister
Lay Reader

Ushers/Greeters
Acolytes

Assisting Minister
Lay Reader
Communion Assistants

Assisting Minister

Ushers/Greeters

Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Lay Reader
Communion Assistants

Ushers/Greeters

Acolytes
Assisting Minister
Lay Reader

Assisting Minister

Ushers/Greeters
Acolytes
Assisting Minister

Lay Reader

Ushers/Greeters
Acolyte

Assisting Minister
Lay Reader
Communion Assistants

Ushers/Greeters
Communion Assistants

Briggs Family
Michael Burkey
Deb Scharlotte
Jeff Blake

Paul Wallace, Judy Gaiser
Nathaniel Elmore
Kelsey Foldessy
Mike Thiel
Bill Hildebrand
Radd Ehrman

Julianne Dezort

Karen Burkey

Kay Downey
Michele Faulstick
Ryan Parrish, Aaron Burkey
Harry Bowman
Tere Hummel
Bev Butorac, Sue Hardwick

Emma Setlock
Margaret Meagher
Sam Haworth
Trevor Williams
Mike Broyles

Harry Bowman

Bev Butorac, KathyeFie
Ryan Parrish
Sharon Emling
Keith Pearson

Ron Paskey, SaralaRoyk
Kelsey Foldessey
Radd Ehrman
George Gaiser
Dee Paskey, Ted Linden

Fae Darrow, Sarah Royka
Margaret Meagher



MARCH WORSHIP LEADERS
(Continued)

Good Friday Ushers/Greeters Ron Paskey, Bev Butorac
3/21 - 7:00
Easter Ushers/Greeter Fae Darrow, David Tieze
Sunday Acolyte Zane Lutz, Sarah Briggs
3/23 - 8:00 Assisting Minister Harry Bowman

Lay Reader Kay Downey

Communion Assistants Jeff Blake, Dawn Blake
Easter Ushers/Greeter Dirk Falther
Sunday Margaret Meagher
3/23-9:30 Acolytes Michael Burkey

Hannah Koby

Assisting Minister Deb Scharlotte

Lay Reader Shelley Parrish

Communion Assistants Radd Ehrman, Gail Neubert
Easter Ushers/Greeter Burkey Family
Sunday Acolytes Madi Baer, Zach Elmore
3/23 - 11:00 Assisting Minister Michelle Williams

Lay Reader Marcia Savage

Communion Assistants Felicia Scott, Vicky Johnson
Easter 2 Ushers/Greeters Dirk Falther, Dave Hall
Sunday Acolytes Sarah Briggs
3/30 - 8:15 Assisting Minister Cait Briggs

Lay Reader Sue Briggs

Communion Assistants Jackie Lann, Karen Burkey
Easter 2 Ushers/Greeters Dee Bowen, Jen Smith
Sunday Acolytes Jacob Lann
3/30 - 10:45 Assisting Minister Laura White

Lay Reader Beth Dawson

Communion Assistants Tim Jordan, Mike Thiel

Miscellaneous Worship Notes

Flowers: Lent - No Flowers
Eternal Light: No Dedications/Sponsorships Mad®larch
Altar Care: Jimmy & Sandy Wittenauer

Coffee Hour Sponsors:  March 9 - Church Council
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A Big THANK YOU
Goes Out To . ..
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* 4 II5 -
Rest
Ice for 48 hours at 3-4 hour intervals, 20 minwtea time

Compression - Wrap the area with an ace bandage
Elevate the part above the level of the heart
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MARDI GRAS 2008 - WOW!

The Mardi Gras of 2008 was indeed a success!
The New Orleans atmosphere was created with
the help of many hands and enjoyed Tuesday
night by all present. There was plenty of food,
laughter and frolic. Our emcee was Elizabeth
Bennett and she handled the job with grace and
finesse. She complemented the evening with hersj@ind will-
ingness to entertain.

The royalty for the evening - King George Gaiseue€n Marie
Meloy, Prince Aidan Broyles & Princess Miriam Kobied us on
a merry dance around the Great Hall while we sawhen the
Saints." There were several people who actualiyiteld receiv-
ing a baby in their cake - Ben Royka, Emily Schmi&rad Bol-
ton and his guest, Betty Lawrence, and DeborateFidl

Our entertainer for the evening was Brad Bolton wiaxle music
on turkey basters. It was indeed enjoyable an@ddol our eve-
ning's fun. The evening ended with a short servitere the
ashes were burned for Ash Wednesday service.

My thanks to all who helped create New Orleans Gréall,
those who baked, and those who cleaned up. Thar¥sarie for
her hard work behind the scenes and Pastors BettDaug for
their direction. Twenty years of doing this onlyemgthens my
belief in Trinity's ability to handle MANY thingsna do them
WELL. Because of all the help | get, the job isieafor me to
accomplish. So Trinity's start to this Lenten s@awas indeed
well done!

~ Julianne Dezort

SINGING VALENTINES A BIG SUCCESS!

On February 10, the Chancel Choir (and a special guest) sang
100+ Valentine wishes to Trinity’s friends and Idve

ones. We raised over $500, all donated to the rie
conditioning fund. This brings the choir’s totalrdn
tions in 2008 to over $1500. We thank everyone
has supported our fundraising efforts this year.
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